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Sept. 1, 1994
UM’S MANSFIELD CENTER TO CO-SPONSOR SEMINAR
ON JAPANESE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DISASTER
M ISSOULAFour Japanese physicians and an environmental health specialist will discuss the widespread
mercury poisoning that occurred in Japan’s Minamata City at a free public seminar to be held in
the St. Patrick Hospital auditorium in Missoula, Sept. 7.
The seminar, "The Minamata Story," is scheduled for 4-5:30 p.m. It is co-sponsored by the
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at The University of Montana and the Institute of Medicine
and Humanities at St. Patrick Hospital.
Minamata earned notoriety after Japanese doctors discovered in the late 1950s that the
Chisso Corporation’s Minamata carbide plant was responsible for poisoning area residents who
consumed shellfish from Minamata Bay. The shellfish were contaminated with a mercury
compound, amethyl mercuric, that was discharged from the plant.
The contamination caused birth defects and neurological disorders, the latter of which is
now known as Minamata disease.
Deni Elliott, Mansfield Professor of Ethics and Public Affairs, said the seminar is an
opportunity to address the moral responsibilities industry and government hold when an
environmental health disaster occurs.
"This will be an opportunity for those of us who live in the shadows of the number one
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Superfund site in America to think about how differently a culture can answer these questions,"
Elliott said.
Philip West, Mansfield Center acting director, said the visit by the Japanese delegation of
doctors and public officials will have two effects.
"It strengthens the state’s sister relationship with Kumamoto," he said. "And it builds on the
center’s newly funded program, Environmental and Cultural Sustainability in Asian Contexts."
The seminar will come at the end of two days the delegation will spend in western Montana.
On Tuesday, Sept. 6, the delegation will tour portions of the federal Superfund sites in Butte and
Anaconda.
The individuals presenting "The Minamata Story" will include Seiji Ogata, deputy director
general of Kumamoto’s Environmental and Pollution Department; Dr. Katsuhiko Yamasaki, the
director of the Environmental Health Division of the Environmental and Pollution Department; Dr.
Yoshiyuki Murai, a neurology professor at the University of Occupational and Environmental
Health; Dr. Makio Yamaga, an orthopedics professor at Kumamoto University School of Medicine;
and Dr. Masahide Nagata, the director of the Nagata Otorhinolaryngology Clinic. Murai, Yamaga
and Nagata serve on the Minamata Disease Recognition Board.
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Contact: Mansfield Center Program Manager Thea McKinney, 243-2988.
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